Basic Thematic Essay Technique (Work Sheet)
	Step 1- What is the question asking me to answer?

	THE PARAGRAPH RULE
A X B = C

A= How many selections do you need? (Which 2 examples are you selecting?) 

X             MULTIPLIED BY

B= The number of bullets points that are listed? (What is the TASK asking you to answer?)
=              EQUALS

C= The number of BODY paragraphs the essay needs 

(Total Paragraphs = BODY paragraphs + Intro and Conclusion)



	Step 2- Pre-Write- Write down your ideas first before writing the essay 
(Include facts and examples that you will use in the essay)

Example #1:

Example #2:

Task#1
FILL IN
Analysis:

Analysis:

Task#2
FILL IN

Analysis:

Analysis:



	Key Words

	describe means
	“to illustrate something in words or tell about it”

	explain means
	“to make plain or understandable; to give reasons for or causes of; to

show the logical development or relationships of”

	discuss means
	“to make observations about something using facts, reasoning, and

argument; to present in some detail”


ESSAY FORMAT
Intro Paragraph
	Generalization statement to open
	Generalize the information stated in the Thematic Box.

	Definition of the topic
	Give a brief statement or one sentence to define the topic of the essay (Technology).

	Examples you plan to use
	Explain to the reader, which 2 examples you plan to use in this essay (Ex. Two types of technology that have changed over time and impacted society during Hurricane Sandy were electricity and media communication).


Body Paragraphs
	Topic Sentence
	Restate the “bullet point” from the task. Which task will this paragraph answer? What is the claim you are trying to make?

	Example- Evidence you will use
	What facts and examples will you use to answer this task? What examples/evidence will you provide to develop a claim?

	Analysis and connection
	Explain your examples/evidence by going into details (support your claim). How does the evidence support the claim? Connect the claim to the evidence. 

Example of Analysis

Claim: The technology was a negative impact during Hurricane Sandy

Evidence: No mass transit- people could not get to places

Analysis: Explain how the evidence and claim tie together


Conclusion Paragraph
	Restate the main points 
	Restate important information from your essay.



	Positive and Negative 
	What were the positive and negative effects of the theme


	Relate it to today
	How can you relate the theme to today?




















