Common Mistakes in Essays

Introduction

	Common Errors
	Suggestions to fix it

	Essay simply CANNOT restate the historical context. 
	Follow the GDE format

	Explain the topic you are talking about using your own knowledge
	(i.e Industrial Revolution [began in Britain in the 18th century. It revolutionized the work force...)

	Don’t explain to the reader what you plan to do in the essay
	· Waste of Time

· Not Needed


Body

	Common Errors
	Suggestions to fix it

	Must have a Topic Sentence. This way the reader knows what you are talking about
	Start off with the big idea that answers the task. (There are many positive effects to the Industrial Revolution…)

	MUST HAVE outside information.
	Without outside information you will not get a high grade. Show the reader you know something about this topic. Think about what you learned in class.

	Need analysis to back up documents
	Don’t just write 2 lines from a document and move on to the next topic. You need to come back and analyze it for the reader. Why did you pick those lines, what does it mean? How does it help answer the essay question? MAKE IT CLEAR


Conclusion

	Common Errors
	Suggestions to fix it

	Before writing the conclusion you need to use a transitional word to signal it. How does the reader know it’s the end?
	· As you can see

· Therefore,

· In conclusion

	Summarize
	Use the conclusion to help your reader review all your statements. Simplify the claims you have made in the essay

	Always end strong
	This is the last thing the reader reads. Make a lasting impression.


Notes on Writing

	Common Errors
	Suggestions to fix it

	DO NOT write anything with I- No first person
	· I will be telling you (don’t tell me, just do it!)

· I think

· I know



	Do not tell the reader what to do
	Example, if you look at document 3

· Just state in document 3

	Never start a paragraph with “In Document 1”
	Lead the reader in. Explain what is in Document 1 before you start quoting the text. What question is Document 1 answering? 


