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How to Answer a DBQ Essay
Step 1- What is the question asking?

Summarize the Theme or Historical Context

Select How Many Examples?

· 2 Time Periods (The Middle Ages  and Industrial Revolution)
Analyze the Task

	
	Key Word (Describe, Explain, Discuss)
	Summary of Task
	Document(s) Used
	Outside Information

	Task #1
	describe means “to illustrate something in words or tell about it”
	The economic AND/OR social changes
	Middle Ages  

Doc 2-
Increase in trade. Direct routes between eastern Mediterranean ports and western Europe discovered by merchants
Industrial Revolution
Doc 4—Replacement of domestic systems by factory systems. Replacement of hand labor by machines.
	Middle Ages  

The crusades brought new ideas and stimulated trades of spice and silk

Industrial Revolution

Development of machines for production of goods in various industries using waterpower and steam (spinning jenny, steam engine).

	Task #2
	discuss means “to make observations about something using facts, reasoning, and arguments; to present in some detail”
	Impact on society
	Middle Ages  

Doc 3—Growth of European cities as centers of commerce and industry.
Industrial Revolution

Doc 6—Children working long hours. Children sickly and unhealthy due to the work in the factories. Development of unhealthy slums where factory workers lived(Manchester)
	Middle Ages  

Venice, Italy became the center of trade and transforms during the Renaissance-exchange of ideas on the Renaissance. 
Industrial Revolution

Poor living and working conditions led to reforms



Step 2- Planning the Essay- How will you answer the essay? Fill in the info you would write for your essay (Include Examples)
Outline/Pre-write

	
	Middle Ages
	Industrial Revolution

	Task #1
	Answer: Economic change, trade was increased
Supporting Detail/Example:
Doc 2— Increase in trade. Direct routes between eastern Mediterranean ports and western Europe discovered by merchants
The crusades brought new ideas and stimulated trades of spice and silk


	Answer: Economic change
Supporting Detail/Example:
According to the diagrams in Document 4, the textile industry transformed from a domestic system into a factory system. Inventions such as the Spinning Jenny and Power Loom decreased the amount of time and skill it took to create clothing.


	Task #2
	Answer:the spreading of ideas and the growth of the cities
Supporting Detail/Example:
Doc 3—Growth of European cities as centers of commerce andIndustry.
Venice, Italy became the center of trade and transforms during the Renaissance-exchange of ideas on theRenaissance. 
	Answer: changed the way people lived and made a living
Supporting Detail/Example:
Children were the great sufferers. They were sick and unhealthy from being obliged to work such long hours under such unfavorable circumstances. Factory workers lived in disgraceful unhealthy slums (DOC 6).


Step 3: Essay Format

	Introduction

	Generalization:

Throughout history certain periods have seen great social and economic changes. These changes often left a lasting impact on society and forever changed the lives of the people who live during that time. 

	Definition:
A social change can be seen as a shift in the way people interact with one another while an economic change can be seen as how people alter buying and selling goods.

	State the examples you will use and how they relate to the question:

Two examples of a period of great change are during the Middle Ages and the Industrial Revolution in England. The Middle Ages span from the 5th to the 15th century. In that period of time Western Europe changed from the Dark Ages into the Renaissance. The Industrial Revolution during the 18th century shifted Britain’s method of production by hand to machines.


	Body #1- Example #1 Task 1 (Middle Ages)

	Transition In:
The Middle Ages of Europe were characterized by the manorial system.  Peasants and serfs worked on the land while receiving protection from their lord and knights. This economic system changed when Pope Urban II called together the Council of Clermont. He declared the Christians must regain the Holy Land. The ensuing battle for the Holy Land between the Christians and Muslims is known as the Crusades.

	Topic Sentence:
One positive effect of the Crusades was that it simulated trade between Europe and the Middle East.

	Evidence/Example:
The Crusades gave trade a tremendous boost. Merchants discovered the most direct routes between eastern Mediterranean ports and the heart of Europe. Venice was a particularly active port of entry for goods imported from the Middle East and India (DOC 2).

	Analysis (Explanation of Example):

The Middle Ages brought new ideas and increased the trade of spices and silk in Europe. Before the Crusades each manor was isolated and self-sufficient. It used subsistence farming to feed the entire manor. This caused a decline in trade; foreign trade was almost nonexistent. The Middle Ages economically transformed Europe from a feudal society into a trading empire.

	Body #1- Example #1 Task 2 (Middle Ages)

	Topic Sentence:

As industry and commerce grew from the increase of trade the people and towns adapted to these changes.

	Evidence/Example:

People began leaving the land in search of wealth in traded goods. Ideas were traded back and forth between Europe and the Middle east. This fostered a renewed passion for learning that will develop into the Renaissance. Cities began to grow as people abandoned their old roles of military headquarters and administrative centers (DOC 3).

	Analysis (Explanation of Example):
As Europe prospered, the traditional social aspects of life changed and the people were no longer tied to their feudal obligations (DOC 3). The manorial system declined as cities such as Venice grew in prominence. The military declined and a new emphasis was placed on commerce and industry. The many changes during the Middle Ages affected the city-states of Italy. Italy stood at the crossroads between Europe and the Middle East; it was the medium through which all trade had to pass through. Thus, the increase of trade made it very wealthy as well as a cultural center. These foundations helped Italy to change from the Middle Ages into the Renaissance and became a center of knowledge. Although the main objective of the Crusades failed, trade routes opened and a spread of ideas began to emerge between the West and the East. The Crusades saw a revitalization of foreign trade and the decline of feudalism.


	Body #2- Example #2  Task 1 (Industrial Revolution of Great Britain)

	Transition In:

Another change in history would be the Industrial Revolution in England.

	Topic Sentence:
The Industrial Revolution changed how goods were produced. This economic change introduced large factories and machines to replace the work of humans. In the process products could be mass-produced more cheaply and quickly.

	Evidence/Example:

According to the diagrams in Document 4, the textile industry transformed from a domestic system into a factory system. Inventions such as the Spinning Jenny and Power Loom decreased the amount of time and skill it took to create clothing.

	Analysis (Explanation of Example):
Before factories, people processed things such as wool into cloth by means of the domestic system. This was a slow process, which yielded very little output. Each step was done in a different place by a different person. However factories allowed cloth to be produced rapidly and in the same place. Factories no longer need to rely on human power, which was not always consistent or long lasting. By using coal and water-powered machines, factory owners could produce enormous quantities of goods. The textile industries of Britain boomed caused prices of cloth to decrease, and production to increase.

	Body #2- Example #2  Task 2 (Industrial Revolution of Great Britain)

	Topic Sentence:
The impact of the Industrial Revolution in England revolutionized the way people lived and worked.

	Evidence/Example:

However, the negative effects of the Industrial Revolution harmed the working class. The quality of life of workers decreased. Long hours, hazardous conditions, low pay, poor and unsanitary housing condition were all part of the Industrial Revolution. Children were the great sufferers. They were sick and unhealthy from being obliged to work such long hours under such unfavorable circumstances. Factory workers lived in disgraceful unhealthy slums (DOC 6).

	Analysis (Explanation of Example):
The Industrial Revolution took workers from the countryside in agriculture to the city factories. Cities began to increase in population due to urbanization, people moving to the cities. There was no proper planning for the cities and factories. As a result, a lack of laws and codes lead to the abuse of children and the poor living conditions. Reform towards the end of the Industrial Revolution sought to resolve these issues. The Sadler Report brought attention to these conditions and eventually led to the passage of laws such as the Factory Acts and the organization of unions, strikes, and rallies. As time passed, unions became stronger. Along with increased support from government officials, more reforms came about. Salaries were raised, hours shortened, and labor safety laws were put in place. In the end the Industrial Revolution changed almost every aspect of life in England.


	Conclusion

	Transition: 
· As you can see,

	Restate the Examples (Summary)

The Middle Ages and Industrial Revolution brought many changes to society, whether it was increasing trade that led to the Renaissance or changing from domestic products into manufactured products. 

	State Positives and Negatives:

These historical periods also brought along positive and negative effects to society. The Middle Ages stimulated trade that led to the decline of feudalism while setting the foundations for the changes to come during the Renaissance. The Industrial Revolution had the positive effects of producing more goods quickly and cheaply. Yet, the negative effect was the poor working and living condition in the cities.

	Relate to Today

The impact of the Middle Ages and the Industrial Revolution in England was widespread and can even be seen today in our society. The fact that we do not live on a feudal manor or spin our own clothes is evidence of the lasting impacts of these time periods.


Economic and social changes of the Middle Ages and Industrial Revolution in England








